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Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  upon  the 

sanitary  conditions  and  state  of  the  public  health  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Painscastle  during  the  year  1972. 

In  this  report  I have  endeavoured  to 
deal  briefly  with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public 
health  and  preventive  medicine  and  have  included  comments  on  all  the 
subjects  specifically  requested  in  Circular  15/73 (Wales)  issued  by  the 
Health  Department  of  the  Welsh  Office. 

SECTION  1«  GENERAL  nND  VITaL  STATISTICS 
Area  31,414  acres. 


Population  Census  1931  2,149 

n 1951  1,790 

" 1961  1,736 

" 1971  1,495 


Estimated  Mid-summer  1972  ••••  1,400 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  population  for  the  last  10  years  was;- 
1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971 

1,690  1,690  1,650  1,620  1,630  1,620  1,610  1,590  1,570  1,430 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  603  giving  an  average 


number  of  2.3  persons  per  house. 
Live  Births 

Males  Females 

Total 

Rate  per  1000  population 

Legitimate  11 

5 

16- 

Illegitimate  1 

2 

3 

12 

7 

19- 

13.6 

The  local  adjusted  birthrate  was  16.7 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.8 

The  district  rate  was  therefore  higher  than  the  national  average. 

Still  Births 

There  were  no  still  births  registered  in  1972* 


Deaths 


Males  Females  Total  Rate  per  1000  population 
10  18  22-  15.7 


The  local  adjusted  death  rate  was  14.3 

The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.1 

The  district  rate  was  therefore  higher  than  the  national  average. 


Infant  Deaths 

No  deaths  were  recorded  in  children  under  one  year  of  age. 


Maternal  Deaths 

No  deaths  could  be  attributed  to  childbirth  or  abortion  in  1972. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Deaths 


Males 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 
Cerebrovascular  Disease 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 


1 

1 

4 

2 


1 


Females 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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SECTION  2.  GENERAL-  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Public  Health  Officers  The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  Mr.  Wm„  D. 
Morgans,  who  holds  the  appointment  jointly  with  Hay  Rural  and  Hay  urban 
District  Councils. 

Laboratory  Facilities  Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at 
Hereford  and  Carmarthen.  Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

Any  investigations  required  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases  are 
also  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hereford* 

Nursing  and  Other  Facilities  The  Radnorshire  County  Council  is 
responsible  for  these  services.  The  County  Council  also  adminster  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  where  treatment  is  available  for 
minor  ailments,  dental,  eye  and  orthopaedic  defects* 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  polio -myelitis  and  whooping-cough 
is  also  carried  out  at  these  clinics. 

Hos pi tals  The  hospital  needs  of  the  district  for  all  diseases,  apart 

from  infectious  diseases,  are  provided  for  at  the  County  and  General 
Hospitals  in  Hereford,  k few  cases  are  also  admitted  to  Brecon  and 
Llandrindod  Wells  Hospitals.  Hereford  and  Merthyr  Tydfil  Isolation 
Hospitals  receive  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Post-Mortem  Facilities  Post-mortem  examinations  are  performed  by 
the  Pathologist  at  Hereford  County  Hospital* 
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SECTION  3.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WjJEr  Supplies 

The  Radnorshire  and  North  Breconshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for 
the  Water  supplies  in  the  district.  Water  is  extracted  from  Llanbwchllyn 
Lake  and  the  River  Wye  at  Llyswen;  fully  treated  at  t>.$  Purification 
Plants  and  distributed  throughout  the  district* 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  from 
various  villages  in  the  district  and  the  results  were  as  follows:- 


Total  Analyses  of  Samples 

Point  of  Sampling  number  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisf actory 


Clyro  village  3 

LI  owes  village  2 

Glasbury  village  2 

Rhosgoch  village  1 


3 

2 

2 

1 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  position  regarding  public  sewerage  for  the  district  was  as 
foil  ows : - 


LI  owes  VI 11  age 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  this  village  was  completed 
during  1971  and  property  owners  were  connecting  their  private  drains  to 
the  public  sewers  during  1972. 

Clyro  Village 

The  contract  for  provision  of  sewers  and  a sewage  disposal  works  for 
this  village  was  completed  during  1972  and. property  owners  were  informed 
that  they  should  arrange  for  connecting  their  drains  to  the  new  sewers* 

Pain  s c as  t le  Vi  11  age 

Tenders  were  invited  on  a fixed  price  basis  from  experienced 
contractors  for  laying  sewers,  and  construction  of  a treatment  works  in 
this  village.  Six  firms  submitted  tenders  and  the  tender  from  Beechwood 
Construction  Ltd.  of  Llandeil0,  Carmcarthenshire,  was  accepted  by  the 
Council  for  the  sum  of  £20,743*72. 

The  contractors  commenced  work  on  28th. August  1972  and  very  good 
progress  was  maintained  resulting  in  the  scheme  being  practically 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

General 

A sewage  works  maintenance  team  is  employed  by  the  Council,  jointly 
with  Hay  Rural  and  Hay  Urban  District  Councils,  conrorising  two  workmen 
with  small  van, who  carry  out  regular  maintenance  of  all  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  emptying  of  the  tanks  and  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  a 
local  contractor. 

Public  Convenience  at  Glasbury 

The  erection  of  a Ladies  and  Gents  Public  Convenience  at  Glasbury 
was  completed  during  the  year. 

Public  Convenience  at  Clvro 

Consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  provision  of  a Public 
Convenience  in  the  village  of  Clyro,  but  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
finding  a suitable  site. 


Number  of  inspections  to  drainage  work  .*••«...••  10* 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  0. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  refuse  collection  service  is  undertaken  by  the  Council rs  workmen 
and  lorry  jointly  with  Hay  Rural  and  Hay  Urban  District  Councils  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector}  the  refuse  being  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Clyro  Refuse  Tip* 

A new  15  cu.yd.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipping  Vehicle  was  delivered  at.  the  end 
of  November  so  that  there  are  now  two  vehicles  Operating  throughout  the 
Painscastlc  and  Hay  Districts.  This  has  enabled  a weekly  collection  to 
be  made  in  those  parts  of  the  district  which  previously  had  only  a 
fortnightly  cr  monthly  service. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  is  undertaken  by  the  Publ f 
Health  Inspector  and  the  following  details  give  information  for  19V^- 


Nuisances 

Number  of  complaints  received  11. 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  11* 

Number  of  premises  inspected  10# 

Number  of  premises  rc-visited  .......  3* 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . ••••••.#•«  0* 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices  served  . . . 0. 

Verminous  Premises (excluding  rats  and  mice) 

Number  of  cases  investigated  0. 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 
Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district# 
Licensed  Premises 

There  are  5 licensed  Inns/Hotels  in  the  district. 


Number  of  inspections  made  9# 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  . .... .#  0# 


Caravan  Sites 

There  are  tv/ o licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  district  as  follows 

(1) .  Ff orest  Cwm  Farm,  Clyro , for  3 residential  and  26  holiday  caravans, 

(2) .  Harbour  Farm,  New  church,  for  15  holiday  caravans# 

An  application  was  received  from  the  owners  of  the  Caravan  Site  at 
Harbour  Farm  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  holiday  caravans  from  15 
to  29  but  planning  permission  was  refused.  A further  revised  planning 
application  was  submitted  for  consideration. 

An  application  was  received  for  a Caravan  Site  Licence  for  up  to 
58  holiday  caravans  on  fields  adjoining  The  Cottage,  Rhosgoch#  As  a few 
caravans  had  been  stationed  on  this  land  on  occasions  for  many  years  it 
was  considered  to  have  existing  use  right,  but  in  the  first  instance  the 
Council  agreed  that  the  number  should  be  restricted  to  15#  Details  of 
the  sanitary  block  and  drainage  were  submitted  to  the  Council  and  were 
approved  under  Building  Regulations,  and  discussions  took  place  with  the 
owner  and  his  Agents  as  to  general  requirements  of  site  layout  to  comply 
with  Site  Licence  Conditions,  The  owner  has  since  then  stated  that  he 
wished  to  cancel  his  application. 

Number  of  inspections  made  to  caravan  sites  during  1972  •«••  10# 

Rodent  Control 

The  Rodent  Operator  employed  by  the  Council,  jointly  with  Hay  Rural 
and  Hay  Urban  District  Councils,  retired  from  full-time  service  on 
23rd#  April  1970  on  reaching  the  age  of  65.  He  has  since  been  employed 
on  a temporary  part-time  basis  (two  days  per  week)  and  the  following 


details  give  information  of  his  work  in  1972  and  two  previous  years# 


1970 

1971 

1972 

Number 

of 

premises  inspected 

166 

.103 

.-104 

Number 

of 

premises  found  infested 

52 

37 

36 

Number 

of 

premises  treated  by  the 

Rodent  Operator 

30 

21 

19 

Number 

of 

premises  treated  by  the 

Occupier 

22 

16 

17 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed 

293 

175 

130 

Number 

of 

dead  rats  picked  up 

69 

30 

36 

In  view  of  the  diminishing  number  of  requests  received  for  the 
services  of  the  Rodent  Operator;  only  8 such  requests  were  received  in 
1972,  he  has  decided  to  discontinue  regular  routine  inspections,  but 
where,  in  the  future,  an  infestation  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  occupier 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  bring  this  to  his  notice# 
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SECTION  4.  HOUSING 


The  position  regarding  new  Council  housing  development  in  the  district 
was  as  follows:'- 

Housing  Site  at  Boughrood  • 

The  contract  commenced  in  March  1972.  for  the  erection  of  two  3-bedrocm 
houses  and  four  2-bedrocm  bungalows  together  with  6 garages,  sewage 
disposal  works  and  service  road  etc.  on  the  old  railway  station  site  at 
Boughrood*  The  Council  allocated  the  tenancies  with  occupation 
available  early  in  1973. 

Housing  Site  at  LI  owes 

The  contract  commenced  in  March  1972  for  the  erection  of  three  3-bedrooi 
houses  and  two  S-bcdro^m  bungalows  together  with  5 garages,  service 
road  etc.  in  the  village  of  Llowes.  Completion  being  due  early  in  1973. 

Housing  Site  at  Clvrc 

The  contract  for  the  erection  of  fourteen  2-bedrocm  houses,  together 
with  14  garages,  service  road  etc.  commenced  in  mid-summer  1972  and 
good  progress  was  maintained. 

Private  Housing 

There  was  one  private  dwelling-,  erected  in  the  district  during  1972 
making  a total  cf  59  private  dwellings  erected  since  1946% 

Housing  Grants  . *■ 

Thirty  ome  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  were  approved  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  for  a total  cf  £44,379,  Five  applications  for 
Standard  Grants  were  also  approved  for  a maximum  figure  cf  £1, 023o 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  by  the 
Council  for  Housing  Grants  over  the  past  years 

1967  1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

Discretionary  Grants  2 0 1 6 9 31 

Standard  Grants  12  7 3 8 3 5 

Housing  Applications 

There  were  51  applicants  on  the  Council1  s "waiting  list"  for  houses 
and  bungalows  at  the  31st. December  1972  and  these  showed  preference  for 
the  following  parishes 


Parish  Humber  of  applicants 

Clyrc  30 

Llowes  .....  5 

Glasbury  .....  9 

Boughrood  6 


Llanstephan  .....  1 

51 


Housing  Act  1957 

TUT  Number  of  houses  demolished  0 

(2) .  Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  ......oca . •»  0 

(3) ,  Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which 

do  f e cts  were  reme  di ed  ....... ..... o. ..«. ••••«. o««**  2 

(4) .  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  •••••»•«  0 

(5) .  Number  of  unfit  houses  at  end  of  1972  * o....*.******  15. 

Housing  General 

Number  of  housing  inspections  made  by  the  P.H.I*  29. 
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SECTION'  5,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat  C 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  situated  in  the  village 
of  Bopghrood  and  owned  by  Mr.  H. Williams#  ^ 


Number  of  inspections  at  the  slaughterhouse  ••••##•••#»  85. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


j Cattle 

j 

T 

i 

Calves 

T Sheep 

1 j? 

& 

• Lambs 

Pig© 

} 

Horses 

— j ■■ 

Number  killed  and  inspected  I 50 

- - ... i 

0 

288 

59 

0 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  onlv 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  Was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cys ticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcase©  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  these  Regulations  the  Council 
has  approved  the  following  days  and  times  for  slaughter ing:~ 

Mondays : 8o30  am.  to  5.0  pm# 

Tuesdays : 8,30  am.  to  5#0  pm* 

Fridays:  2.0  pm.  to  5.0  pm. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963 

The  Council  has  levied  the  maximum  change  permitted  under  these 
Regulation©  for  animals  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouse:-* 

2s.  6d.  per  beast  (other  than  a calf) 

9d.  per  calf  or  pig. 

6d.  per  sheep  or  lamb. 
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There  are  two  milk  dealers  trading  in  the  district  who  sell  T.T. 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk;  both  operating  from  dairies  outside 
the  district.  One  of  the  dealers  has  a dairy  in  Hay  Urban  District 
and  the  other  in  Brecon  Borough. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  registering  dealers 
and  taking  milk  samples. 


Ice-cream  Premises 

There  are  4 premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream, 
lumber  of  inspections  to  ice-cream  premises  ...••••.•o......  7. 

Ho  samples  were  taken  during  the  year* 


Food  Preparation  Rooms 

There  is  one  butcher' s shop  in  the  district. 

Humber  of  inspections  made  during  1972  9C 

There  are  no  bakehouses  in  the  district# 


Fried  Fish  Shops 

There  are  no  fish  and  chip  shops  in  the  district# 


_Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 
There  are  6 shops  which  deal  in  f o Dd 
classified  as  follows:- 

Grocers  (General)  

Confeetioners/Tcbacc  onists 

Butchers  ..  ...» 

Ho  foodstuffs  from  shops  were 


in  the  district  and  these  ean  be 


® o • o 9 e 


4. 

1* 

condemned  during  the 


year# 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1 9dB . 
Humber  of  inspections  to  premises  during  1972 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 


SECTION  6.  PREVALEHCE  aHD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Humber  ox  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  in  1972 J - 
16  cases  of  Chickenpox. 

Venereal  Disease 

The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  County  Hospital  at 
Hereford  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases.  P 

~?Lther'ial  IlTOi;unisation  and  Polio-myelitis  Varoinntdnn 

«_  is  resp°nsible  the  immunisation  of  children 

g a ns t diphtheria  and  polio-myelitis  and  details  for  the  district  will 
V??  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
on  a?11^tltrS  irnmunisation  and  vaccination  are  available  at  the 
• cwned  by  Breconshire  County  Council  and  at  the 

surgeries  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 


Council  Offices, 

Hay-on-Wye , 

Hereford. 

Telephone:  Hay-on-Wye  379. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  M.  fi,  ivHDERSOH„ 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


APPENDIX 


aHHIKL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  in  RESPECT  OF  the  Y ErtR 
1972  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PaIHSCaSILE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  RADNOR. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act  196 1 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


!•  -pS PECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 

a ) _ 

Humber 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Humber  of 

! Inspec ■ Written 
tions  j notices 
(3)  : (4) 

| Occupiers 
j prosecuted 
(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,3,4  and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority (ex eluding 
out-workers f premises) 

* 

I 

! 

j \-±L£ — . 

I 

7 

/** 

O 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

7 

1 1 ; 

. 6 i - 1 - 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  founds ~ 

No  defects  were  found  in  the  premises  listed  above  during 
the  year  1972,  & 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  <iCT 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


There  was  no  outwork  done  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


W.  M.  E.  hKDEBSCff. 

Modi  cal  Officer  of  Health. 


c 


